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Ponderosa High School
English 4 – British Literature

Course Description:  English 4/Brisitsh Literature is a comprehensive walk through the history of Literature in what is now referred to as Great Britain, from the 5th century to the present.  We will examine many styles of writing as we move through these time periods. We will read, interpret, gain new vocabulary, write (yes!), and discuss.  Some of our reading will include Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, Macbeth, Hamlet, The Picture of Dorian Gray, as well as poetry, essays and independent reading.  There will be group assignments and many public speaking opportunities.
The major time periods will be divided into units.  They are as follows:

The Anglo-Saxons
449 – 1066
Major unit - Beowulf
The Middle Ages
1066 – 1485
Major unit – Canterbury Tales
The Renaissance
1485 – 1660
Major unit – Macbeth and Hamlet
The Restoration

1660 – 1800
Major unit – Gulliver’s Travels and independent novel 
The Romantic Period
1798 – 1832
Major unit – The Picture of Dorian Gray
Homework:  Homework will be assigned frequently, mostly in the form of nightly reading, reviewing of assignments and long-term writing.  It is crucial that you stay up on this work!  Late homework will not be allowed except in the case of an excused absence. If you are on campus for any part of the day, homework is due! There is very little busy work to pad your grade, so make sure and stay up on the work I assign.
Grade Scale: 90 – 100% =A, 80 – 89% =B, 70 – 79% = C, 60 – 69% = D, 59% and below = F. 
Expectations:  This is a senior class.  You are all becoming adults.  I expect adult behavior including (but not limited to): preparedness, respect for all in this class, mature handling of adult themes, and participation.  Cheating, copying and plagiarizing will not be tolerated and will result in a zero.  You are expected to keep accurate records of your grades.  Check with me to confirm your grade at any time.  I will try to stay as current as possible on Aeries for you and your parents.  We will do a few different assignments than what you may be used to.  Go for it.  The more you give to these opportunities, the more you will receive.  Don’t hold back!
Availability:  I am always willing to work individually with students and/or parents after school.  Please leave a message on my voice mail or email with any problems or concerns.  I check my email regularly during off-school hours and will answer any questions you may have.  
Have some fun with this colorful Literature.  The more you get involved and get into these works, the better your experience will be!  I am planning on a fun, but productive, year that will prepare you for College English!
Stacy Buchholz

530-677-2281 x 2367

sbuchholz@eduhsd.k12.ca.us
http://phsenglishbuchholz.weebly.com/
